
 
As you know, this 
year has been a year 
of great changes.  
Since April 2017, the 
management and 
responsibility for the 
Hospital has been in 
the hands of a group 
of doctors headed 

by their Chairman, Dr Pandian. They have 
invested a great deal of money in updating 
the hospital and I am very pleased with it.  
I try to visit at least once a week but don’t 
always manage it.

Our School for the Hearing Impaired is going 
from strength to strength and celebrated its 
Silver Jubilee in July.  The Nursing College 
has now got Government approval to take 
forty students per year, so is very busy.

Our newest venture, the Integral Education 
and Therapy Centre for the Physically and 
Mentally Challenged, is also flourishing with 
its ‘state of the art’ facilities. It was officially 
opened on 18 November with Tony Allinson 
(Chairman) and other SWT members 
present.

The Indian community is taking a great 
interest in our work with these disadvantaged 
children and many generous donations have 
been received from local donors.

As the great feast of Christmas nears, we 
all look forward to the celebrations but, for 
many people in the world, 2017 has been a 
year of great suffering not only from natural 
disasters but also man-made ones.  I am sure 
that all of us must have these people at the 
forefront of our minds.

I have been supported so many times by your 
prayers; these have enabled me to continue 
the work God seems to have given me, so I 
know at first-hand the power of prayer.

May God bless you all this Christmas.
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Rangammal School 
celebrates 25 years 

How time flies! In July the school 
celebrated its Silver Jubilee. The party 
was organised by over 40 former 
pupils with their spouses and families 
who arranged and paid for everything. 
They cooked a special meal, organised 
games and dancing and provided 
prizes. See photo on left. Sylvia told 
them how proud she was of them and 

their progress in life; the current children were in awe of these marvellous 
role models. In turn the “old” boys and girls expressed their deep gratitude 
to Sylvia and her supporters for the great start in life they had all been given 
in her School for the Hearing Impaired. 

100% now have good 
hearing aids
26 new pupils arrived in July and were all 
fitted with good quality digital hearing aids. 
This brings us to 100%, thanks to Hear 
the World Foundation, Headingley Rotary 
and many individual donors – a marvellous 
achievement! Special thanks to Dianne Ward 
for all her work in reaching this target. See 
Sabathi (right) receiving his new hearing aid.

Bursary Fund 
Almost all the pupils who reach A level 
standard go on to further education. 
The Macaulay bursary fund helps the 
poorest with their tuition fees and 
accommodation costs. Sylvia recently 
held a reunion with many of those who 
have benefited in this way. See the photo 
on the left.

New IETC opens
After several years of fund-raising and planning, the new Integral Education 
Therapy Centre was officially opened on 18 November.
See inside pages for full details and latest photos.

 

With love and gratitude, Sylvia



The site identified next to school Architect’s projection  Loads of bricks 

Sylvia happy with progress Building taking shape Arriving on the bus

New Centre in Action  Medical examinations/screening Child being measured for a wheelchair

Hydrotherapy in warm pool Learning Tamil and English Lets Dance!

The story so far .....

A Dream Comes True
The new Centre now provides a marvellous service to these children and their families in the absence of any other worthwhile 
provision for their care, development, dignity and happiness.  It is a dream which has come true.

New Integral Education and Therapy Centre Opens

The Need
Among the 3 million people in Tiruvannamalai District are 
many children with profound disabilities. These include 
cystic fibrosis, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, Down’s 
syndrome, autism and many other mental and physical 
problems. There is little other provision for these children 
who make virtually no progress, suffer heart-ache and pain 
and can be a burden on 
their families. For 15 
years, Sylvia provided 
love and care for them 
in two borrowed and 
dilapidated buildings 
with totally inadequate 
facilities. 

There is a short but most informative and moving video 
“Sylvia Wright - A Ray of Hope” on YouTube or our website. 

A Ray of Hope 
A new IETC has been built to provide education and therapy 
for 100 severely disabled 
children and a base 
for other work in the 
community. Sylvia, now 
free from her hospital 
duties, is directing the 
Centre which has been 
championed by Miss Lee
Morgan, an Osteopath 
from the USA, with the 
support of the Trust and Rotary. The architects, GNA 
from Bangalore, supervised the construction and gave 
their services free of charge; the builders and many other 
suppliers offered their services at reduced rates.

The Facilities
The children are transported each day from their village 
homes to the Centre conveniently situated in the grounds 
of Rangammal School. It has been designed to provide space, 
light, colour and a stimulating environment. There are 9 
classrooms (each with a toilet), a dining room, sheltered play 
areas and a warm water therapy pool which was funded by 
Rotary. Outside, are walkways and a landscaped, communal 
play area within a central courtyard. 

Loving Care, Education and 
Development 
The Centre aims to integrate care and education to 
nurture and develop each child as much as is humanly 
possible. The approach includes music, speech, movement, 
art, physiotherapy and hydrotherapy. There is an emphasis 
on sensory feedback and the children are encouraged to 
explore and discover 
themselves and their 
environment. They also 
receive medical care and 
nutritious meals. Their 
parents are given advice, 
encouragement and 
much needed respite.
Children with muscular 
and skeletal problems are treated in the warm water pool to 
help movement and minimise pain; the pool is also used by 
all the children for play and relaxation. There are currently 
18 staff, including an occupational therapist; several training 
visits are being made by UK volunteers with specialist skills. 
The results of all of this work, for both the children and their 
parents, are remarkable and truly humbling.

 

Old Day Centre 

New Centre completed

Staff of New Centre

Costs
The Centre costs about £5,000 per month to run, or 

£12 per child per week including uniform/clothing, 
food and transport.  What tremendous value! 

These children can be sponsored, like the deaf children, 
through Angela Clark. tel: 0113 2677660  

Sylvia opens IETC with her President of Governors, Tony Allinson (Chair of SWT),
the District Collector and the District Disability Officer.
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CONTACT US
Chairman: Tony Allinson  0113 2675735
   swtchair@outlook.com

Secretary:  John Howley  0113 2673936
                     swtsecretary@outlook.com

Treasurer:  Geoff Fuller  01226 383757
  swttreasurer@outlook.com

Sponsorship:   Angela Clark 0113 2677660 
  swtsponsorship@outlook.com

This Newsletter is published by the Sylvia Wright Trust (registered Charity no.326139)
8 Finkle Close, Woolley, Wakefield, WF4 2LU where donations may be sent. Forms for donations under the Gift Aid scheme 

can also be obtained from this address or from our website: www.sylviawright.org

 

Shh... It’s someone’s birthday soon!
It’s a secret but Sylvia will celebrate a special birthday on 21st 
January and no doubt her staff and children will arrange some lively 
festivities. We will also celebrate and give thanks during her visit to 
the UK next year – details to follow. In the meantime it would be 
lovely if supporters sent their own congratulations, good wishes 
and prayers to Sylvia. Postal tributes can be sent via Tony Allinson 
at 14 Kings Road, Leeds LS16 9JN and he will forward them or 
directly to the school: Madam Sylvia Wright OBE, Rangammal 
School for the Hearing Impaired, Sambanthanur Village, Sonasapadi 
Post, Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu, South India.   

Star Nursing Student comes first

One of Sylvia’s students, Selvi, has just completed her final exams 
and came first in the district of Tiruvannamal (population 3 million). 
Even more impressively, Selvi came 4th in the whole of Tamil Nadu 
(population 70 million). 

4 more new students have been awarded bursaries from the fund 
set up by a number of supporters, many of whom are former 
nurses themselves.   

The college expansion from 60 to 120 students is underway and 
should be ready for next year’s bigger intake.  Dr Pandian has kindly 
offered to fund 10 of these places.

 

                                                        

Nursing College Principal, Selvi and Sylvia.

Speakers/Talks:  John Howley 0113 2673936 
   swtspeakers@outlook.com

Schools’   Andrew Lowe  01937 834361
Coordinators:    swtschools@outlook.com
 Bernadette Barnes  01765 278247    

Hearing Aid   Dianne Ward   0113 2758260 
Project:   swthearing@outlook.com

Newsletter/  Tony Allinson  01132 675735
Publicity:    swtnewsletter@outlook.com 

 
        

Thanks to:
• To those who bought our Christmas puddings; they 

sold like hot….puddings.

• Sand Moor Golf Club, St Andrew’s United Reformed, 
Holy Name and St Urban’s Churches for hosting trust 
meetings in 2016.

• Tom Kelly who cycled 35 miles and visited 21 churches 
across North Shropshire. Tom raised the splendid sum 
of £2,722 as well as “attending” three weddings. 

Thank you
 

After many years of service two of our 
Trustees have retired.

For many years,  Anne-Marie Rose has arranged 
our talks and speakers and Tony Hartigan has 

considerably developed our publicity, especially in 
regard to our website, brochures, DVDs and this 

newsletter, plus of course chairing our SWAG 
group and maintaining our media contacts. 

Sylvia and the Trust are very grateful 
to both of them. 

John Howley has kindly agreed to look after 
our speakers’ programme in the future but we need 

someone to help with publicity – any volunteers?

At the same time we welcome Sue Wilson 
who has joined the Trust. Sue already manages

our mailing list and our Gift Aid claim 
with great diligence.

 
The latest school 
magazine is a
lively and colourful effort 
and includes coverage of 
the Jubilee celebrations 
and much more.

It is available via our 
website or by e-mail from 
Tony Allinson.

Stop Press
Tony Allinson has just returned from the Annual Trustees’ visit which 
included the opening of the new Centre and the school Annual Day 
(see left), both joyful occasions. Many discussions with the staff about 
IT, audiology, sponsorship and safety, finance and developments in 
the Nursing College. Tony and Tom Cullinan visited the classrooms 
and several children’s homes. Tom, an electrician from Oldham, did 
some very useful work. Visits to other institutions were most helpful 
and useful contacts were made. Tony reports back on a vibrant and 
essential service, hard-working staff and very happy children.


